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THE CIA AND THE WHITE HOUSE

NEWSCASTER: ABC News has been told by congressional sources
that the staff director of the House CIA Committee believes he has seen
evidence the CIA had a top level agent in the Nixon White House with
access to the Oval Office and the President's thinking.

Details frém Sam Donaldson in Washington.

, SaﬁﬁJ B -
SAM DONALDSON: _Staff Director EyféﬂtFields sent a memo to
Cormi _embg i questionable CIA actions is . '
the Agency's infiltratian of the.executive..  Fields' memo did not elaborate,

' Congressional sources say Fields saw CIA documents to that
effect at the Agency's headquarters. The documents did not identify the
White House agent but made it clear it was someone on_the icmadiate:
below a-Ha]demanAQnUQJgjjggmgn.

s

Fields would not confirm or deny the story, sayfng he could
have no comment.

Sam Donaldson, ABC News, Washington.
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-« The source, ‘who a;!ed not 10
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Ap'prov

. __,. swere reportedly briefed by Mr.
{a ﬁ/.,

.. Mr. Field declined repzated
) 7 " requests from reporters today.
: #to elaborate on his use of the

r Release 2002/05#&&3‘}1& jag’tsmoozmomoou»ka trisd to resign bis
'5; Several of e select commiic-
"o S h S H Sity -
aid to Indicate C.LA St vies s
Field terds nd today o
Z}’i .%A[}Hfa, H 01133 f,s\.lhat Ty behind ity o

.chairmansnip, but his “etiort.
wasrejected by the House, A;
resolution was introducad byl
Representative B, F. Sisk, Dera-
ocrat of Caliiomia, to abolish
‘the select committec altogethar”
- Today, the Rules Committee:
heard several hours of tesii-
mony on the Sisk resoluticn

LW -\SHh\ TO\ July 9 — The?
the House
Select Committee on Intelli-

gence has seen documents indi-; -

cating that a high-level member
of the Nixon White House staff
was reporting to the . Central
Intelligence. Agency on activi-
ties in and around the. O&al
Oifice,  according to a_ source
close to the commxttec S 1mes-
tigation. . ke

be identified, said that the clas-
sified C.L.LA. materials viewed
by A. Searle- Field, the staff
director, gave no evidence that
the C.LA. “penetration,” as hef;
called it, was: known to Presi
dent Nl\(on o: those around
Rﬂpresentahe Robor:,r W
Kasten Jr., a.riember of the
select committee, said lzter that
“information presentnd to me
by the staff” indicated that
there had. been; similar “infil-

By JOHN M. CREWSON -

Spectal to The New York Tles

Budget,.’ the Treaaury Depart-
ment . and the Commerce De--
partment.” . v
In another- development in-
volving the C.L/A., authoritative
sources said, _t‘xat Ashland Oil,
Inc., permitted a spy for the
agency ‘to’operate in Western
Euprope for some five years as
an omcxal of the company
[Pa 37]
A ixve-paoe memorandum
prepared yesterday by Mr. Field
for..the 10 select, committee;
memb°rs and made available
today to ‘The New York Times

source’.said was based on‘ the
document in ‘question. -7 -7

.- The- memo contained 2 num-
ber. ‘of recommended areas of
investigatior, including “ques-
tionable matters not bearing on
legitimate C.I.A. functions, but
bearing heavily on -American
citizens,”  among. which, Mrt.

contamed a-reference- that thep

Field wrote, was “infiltration of °

v word “infiltration”

whether the White House had,

been the agency of the execu-,

tive branch to silch he had:;
referred_

A CIA spokesman wouid ;
only say that "there was n
infiltration, quote unquote
there was no pen;trat.on
quote unquote, of the -White:
House” by his agency during !
the five and a half years of the,
Nixon  Administration,

~The source said that whilej
he* was not certain,” he ba-}
lieved the document that con-
tained the suggestion of a high-
level C.ILA. operative
the White House had heen a
report prepared by the Inspeci-
ot General’s office of the C.L A
possibly sometime in 1973.

however, that although a “logi-
cal” read.mv of the C.LA. do-
cument would lead to the con-
clusion that the agency had
placed a covert informer within
-the upper levels of the Nixon

-glage, whxch was not entirely

or t0 Say: from Democratic and Repudli-

vnto se2 it done away w:m alk

m:.xdﬂ.

R other Possibili ment that the present impasse
An t?{ t, »bemnen Mr, .Nedzi and the
The - source pointed -ou riothérs was intolerable, will

tration” by the.C.LA. into the

Office - of ..Management and eXphmt. “could possibly -have

' - been read another way.

4 : He also confirmed an account|,
4 s -6f the document yesterday in
4 which n, a repor-

can me
nu.tee

mbers of the selecf com-
rone of whom waantad

itogather. - .
¢ Among the vropOsaus tiey
¥ -ndered vsere ihe creation of
‘4 nevy select committee with a
‘nmv nawxbvramp a jimit on the
guna\.u:uo'x of U2 panel.tha:
Hw ould coniing it3-investigaiion
"to the C.LA. Alone, ,.onnmg the
'House cemmitie2 {0 a similar
fone in the Senate,’and tHe cre-
;atxon of a sironger perraanant
tnedy  that would - watch the
C1LACs future activitias but g
invastigare ifs ~ast ones. -
The Rules Committee, on|
which there was genera] agree-

vote tomorrow on which of the
severa]l alternative courses. o}
pursue in abolishing or restruc—
turing the panel.

In a related dev e{opment. the

to begin an investigation of the

sentative Michael +J. Harring-
ton, one. of the select commit-
tee memders,. disclosed last
year details of secret House,
testimony  regarding '~ covert'

4 ' ' : + ter for the American Broadcast-
;ing Company, said that the
PR . . r . -CIA 1Infxltr%{lorR A
. g w’ »Q.—/ - just below ,5;1
ﬁ‘ii ?{/ M/)A' /‘Z’* - {Ir"NNon's <Riel of statf, and
= o ' .  Lyohn D. Ehrlichman, his domes+
’ . ‘cxc adviser. - :
-#Jt was the Oval Offw° to
‘whxch the man had had access.
{the source cmphasxzed andi S
'"not the White House.' .
- Panel’s Fatein Doubt
The future of the select in-
-telligence investigating co: it
tee was -plunged deeper into:
doubt today as the House Rules!
Commxttee met to decide the;
fate of the panel, which has;
been all but immobilized by thex
'»ammcmt:y between its chalr-
“man, Representative Lucien N
’Nedzi of Michigan, and most of!
xts other Democrm«. members. |
“Thres weeks 230, the c\,m-.
fmtee Demecrais l=‘a'1md that,
- Mr: Nedzi had been briefed ai
year earlicr on political assassi-t
pation attempts by the C.LA.
but, as head of a- sepa.atc
. House stbcommittee charged:
twith overseeing the agency’
' had taken no steps to A.1v°sL~
gate the matter.
In an intramural comy mthe
move, the Democrats attempted,
to stnp Mr. Nedzi of much of:
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had ranked A

C.I.A. poli tical - operatlor's ini
Chile in 1970 and 1971, . -. i

setts Democrat whose access
to similer classified materials
has since been. cut off by the
House Armed Services Commit-
tee, of which the C.I. A, Over-
1°ht Committee
called yesuerday for such- an in-

vestigation in the belief thatl;

it wowd undncate his actions.

House Committee on Standards|.
:White House, there remained FFicial
:a “slim” chance that the lan- of Official Conduct voted today

circumstances in which Repre-}

Mr, Harrington, a Massachu-,_

is a parl;
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AN INTERVIEW WITH FLETCnER PROUTYCjt/Le>AAqJ ééié

CBS Network

VS e

: ~ BRUCE MORTON: | The President returns to Washlngton '
late Sunday and will undoubtedly find that the furor over whether
the CIA d4id or dldn't 1nf11trate the Wnlte House contlnuos ’
unabated.

. Agency Director William Colby says that story is
outrageous and vicious nonsense. Frank Church says hlS Senate -
Committee will investigate it.

On that on the CIA story, paniel Schorr is w1tn us in
the studio this morning with SOﬂetnlng new. Dane.

- DANIEL SCHORR~ Bruce, with me at tnls early hour, and
I'm grateful to him for coming in at thlS early hour, is retired
Air Force Colonel Fletcher Prouty.

You were at one time the llason between the Air Force
and the CIA. We have a document from the CIA's Inspector General
of 1973 which starts by sayin tﬁét for many years CHeCLA has
Jotailed employees IO the immediate Offjice O Ehs Whife. House. .
T woula ToC CApacc you LO know wad was detailed to the immediate
office of the White House, but can I ask you of someonz who was

in the immediate office in the ¥hite Housg, whose CIA background
is not generally known?

FLETCHER PROUTY: I think the description would fit
Alexander Butterfield, Colonel Bdtterfleld, as I know BT~ 1n o cneé
Eir force. :

SCHORR: What was hAis CIA connection?

PROUTY: Assignments to the agency as a contact officer.
This idea of being a contact officer for the agency to, as I was
with the Defense Department, to open the doors for CIA operatlons.
and he was a contact officer in the White House.
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SCHORR: Of course you're aware when we're talking
“about Alexander Butterfield, we're talking about the man who
alnost two years ago- today, two years ago next week, disclosed
ths existence of the pre31dent1al tapes which ultlmately led

to the undoing of President Nixon so that is a ratber significant
piece of information. . :

How do you know that he was with ‘the CIA’

PROUTY: Well, I think the most recent 1ndication of
i+ was in 1971. I had a rather urgent requirement to get contact
with the White House. And because of my long experience, 9 years
exparience with CIA matters, I contacted several of my very close
friends who had been in CIA and told them what I had to do and
kRow I wanted to do it. Without much delay they said we can set
that up for you very easily. And I was told to see Bob Bennett
in the Mullen Company, the CIA's public relations firm.

SCHORR: Yes.

PROUTY: I went in- to see Bennett the next day and told
him what I had in mind and that I needed to get a contact in the
Wnite House. Bennett said I have just the man that will help
you and he called in the next office and said, "Howard, come
here. I want you to meet Colonel Prouty." _ s

SCHORR: Howard?

PROUTY: Howard Hunt. I had known Hunt, but I thought
he was still on duty with CIA so I didn't signal any knowledge,
- I just shook hands with him. We talked for a few minutes and I
- described what I wanted. I was lunch time, we went over to the
Army/Navy Club and had lunch. We discussed background, things
we knew. And finally he said, "Look, we'll have no‘trouble‘gettinq
into the White House." He sald, " My contact there is Butterfleld."

SCHORR: howard Hunt, Watergate defendant, said that
~ his contact in the Whlte House was Alexander Butterfield? .

' PROUTY: Yes.

. Now about a week later he came Back to me and he ‘said’
- I've contacted him, arrangements are set, we can go ahead with .
g

our business. Well I knew Hunt was from the CIA, I knew Bennett
w2s working with CIA and with the Mullen, works for CIA. The -’
man that I had contacted, both Air Force retired Colonels who
had lengthy tours with tha CIA and knew all those peovle. So
wa're all in a community wnere w2 all knew each other.

SCHORR: What do air people generally do in the CIA?
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PROUTY: ©Oh, one of the primary concerns, Dan, is
CIA'S clandestine ‘activities with aircraft, with wesapons,
with people, bases around the world, that sort of thing. We
had hundreds of people in that kind of work.

SCHORR: Did Butterfield, to your knowledge, ever
work in the CIA's air division? .
PROUTY: 1I'1l tell you. Direct knowledge other than
“through other contacts, I would say I didn't have it, you Kknow,
like there's the record there. But through the other men that
I knew, yes, he was a member of the same group of people assigned
to that work. : - .

SCHORR: Are you suggesting that his -- that his --
that his rank, which was like yours; Air Force Colonel, that
his rank was not a true Air Force rank but one that the CIA got
for him? : . : L :

. PROUTY: Oh, they —- they use Air Force colonels with
true ranks, but they go on tours with what we call a seed dipping .
process. You make a file for the Air Force records and then
you make a file for the CIA records. And in some casesS, a file
for personal records. And you keep the three things separate.

. A man doesn't necessarily have tO leave .the Air Force to spend
- years with the CIA or vice versa, a CIA career man can spend
~years in the Air Force. This is one of the difficult things.
Nobody knows who they are. ' ' .

SCHORR: But you do.

PROUTY: Yes. Oh,fwe had the central records on those
things. ' '

SCHORR: You have no doubt because if it isn't true...

PROUTY: Oh, I'll agree with you. No doubt about it.
No doubt about it because the same men’ we worked with, the men
. I talked with; Hunt, Bennett, these two colonels that I approached,
it was all the same thing, you know, he's one of our men. .

SCHORR: Colonel Prouty, I guesd you have no way-of
knowing whether President Nixon knew Alexander Butter field, who
worked in his office, was a CIA man? )

: PROUTY: I think that's one of the big problems.
would doubt Nixon or anyone else really knew it.

SCHORR: Firfst, TI'11l tell you, we have tried, in
first place, to contact Butterfield very hard. He appears
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be traveling. We've not been able to reach him. We've also
tried to get the answer to the question of whether President

Nixon knew.

Charles Colson says that President Nixon did not
know that Butterfield or anybody else in his immediate office
worked for the CIA, although Colson says that after a while --
that is after the tape incident —- he began to suspect.

: MORTON: Daniel Schorr, Colonel, thank you very
much. , .

* ' * _ _ *

MORTON DEAN [substituting for Hughes Rudd]: Our top
_story is in Washington and it begins with a big guestion. ‘

Bruce. . -

: MORTON: Mort, the question is: Did the CIA infiltrate
‘ the White House and other government agencies? The story, :
which circulated after members in the House Select Intelligence
Committee said they'd seen documents which indicated such -
infiltration. ' :

CIA Director William Colby issued a vehement denial.

: . WILLIAM COLBY: I say that's outrageous and vicious
nonsense. The CIA has never done anything with respect to the

' White House that's not known to the White House. We obviously
from time to time detail people there, but they go under the
full control of the White House. And they're active there only
as the White House directs. _ : :

' . MORTON: But earlier on this broadcast, a retired
Air Force officer who handled liason with the CIA told Daniel.
Schorr that a high-ranking White House aide during the Nixon
administration was a CIA man. . - : .

Dan;l~'”'

SCHORR: Yes, Bruce, a report of the CIA's Inspector

. General in 1973 obtained by CBS News says, quote, "For many -
" years the CIA has detailed employees to the immediate office.

of the White House." Unquote. This morning we interviewed
retired Air Force Colonel Fletcher Prouty, who, as you say, _
used to be in charge of liason with the CIA. He said he couldn’'t
say who was detailed, but he did know of one person in the
immediate office of President Nixon with a CIA background.
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[Film clip of previous Prouty interview.]

SCHORR:

ion of the Nixon
Colson, began to have

L}

We tried to reach Mr. ButEerfield, Colonel Bdtterfield,
he's said to be on his way to California. But his wife told
CBS News that the CIA story is ridiculous. .

In this memorandum of the Inspector General, it also
said that not only were professional people detailed from the
CIA, but also clerical people. _ - :

: We followed the trail yesterday: of one of those clerica
persons. The report said that the secretary to the Commerce .
secretary, Peter Petersen, had been CIA and that she had traveled
with him on the trip to Moscow. We got hold of her last night.
We traced her and we talked to her. Her first name is Mary. .

I see no great point in giving her second name. She admitteqd
that she had been CIA while she worked for Mr. Petersen but

said also that Mr. Petersen knew. o

: Petersen himself isn't around. His wife said, well,
he —- he knew that she had some prior CIA connection. But also
recalled that when Petersen started working in the White House
as international trade adviser to President Nixon, he was.
rather surprised to find that Mary, his CIA secretary, was ‘
listening to all his telephone calls. Nevertheless, she worked
very hard, he took her along to the Commerce Department.
- After the Commerce Department, it appears Mary then
went to work on Henry Kissinger's staff, working for Larry _
Eagleburger in the National Security Council. But Eagleburger
said he wouldn't take her along to the State Department. She
told me last night that she still is on the CIA —~ CIA rayroll.

Bruce.

MORTON: As Dan pointed out, Alexander Butterfield
first became famous, of course, during his appearance before
the Senate Watergate Committee almost two Years ago when he.
revealed the existence of that White House taping system.

~ ALEXANDER BUTTERFIELD: I knew, when T was interviewed
by your staff members on Friday afternoon, as I said earlier,
that Messrs. Haldeman and Higby had preceded me in separate
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similar interviews. I certainly assumed that each had
an an open and honest answer to tha? particular question,
¢ I was being asked.that same guestion SO as to corroberate
fact. By that, I mean, there is a system. I only hope
+ I have not, by my openness and by my-adherepce to_a}l
rructions received to date, given away something which the
sident planned to use at a later date in the support oﬁ
position. - : :

]

T %
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MORTON: There are these other deve%opments in the
' CIA story. Senate Intelligence Committee Chairman Frank Church
says his committee will investigate the infiltration charge.
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By Norman Kempster
Vashirngton Star Staff Writer

House CIA probers are mvestmat—
inz allegations that Alexander Bg;
techi teld, the man w i5clo5ed. the: -
XIS of the Nixon tapes, was a
;é::)e; _CIA coqtact at the Wmte . - Said-Buttérfield Would Tot havggcted.

A sourca close to the mvestlaanon . py-inthe White House.
satd the stafi of the House select e
intelligence committee has sum-‘f ‘had
moned retired Air Force Col. Fletch-
er Prouty for ~questioning today.

In a telephone interview with the" .

the White House whom the CIA would |
- have contacted if the agency needed

iven his informaticn_to the

,,,, s

cenrdays; “The source also said the

leads " concerning Butterfield’s role. -
JIn-the interview, Prouly said top’

thte House officials in the adminis- |

- tration of former President Richard |

- M. Nixon may have been aware of ; d

_ Butterfield’s role as the person the }-

CIA woald contact “‘to- get things’;

.1—-" T '
i’;?M"{”'

> g ﬁ%ﬂ &i knew about this role.
for certain whether Butterfield was |
7 7%@{ on the CIA payroll at the time.:**You:
f},u/\ - that Butterfxeld s salary could have|
28 an (LD gj / &ug

: Neither, Prouty said, did he know‘!
~ never can tell,”” Prouty said, adding!
0’,» /&’/x yu‘\i&f

Associated Pre‘sg today, Prouty de-‘
- *scribed Butierfield as the person in

" Prouty a
White -House assistance with sensi- .
_ tive operations. But Prouty, 2 former, "
CIA haison officer for the Air, Force

_ Haitise migllisence commitleg.in.re--

¢oitnittee was investizating “other -

- done.” However, Prouty said he was :~.
not certain administration offxcxals'

been pai d by thc Whlte House, me
CIA or the Air I‘oi'ceh .
Before the telephone nterview
earcci:;:ﬁm the Cﬁgf:l}\é
i ews, ere. he (o
Corrcé'ﬁi%c‘ié\nt Daniel.. Schorr.. he,g
d&ubted (hat Nixon_‘'or anyone else

. (@t the“Wihite House) really, Lng)v""
M T amt’" [ieTd s CIA € connectxons
"_An informed source said Prouty "

L e TS O e St T LA g TR

BUT’I‘ERFInLD was a key thte

‘House aide for much of Nixon’s {irst :
“term. But he was little known outside
“top ‘administration circles until he:
- revealed in testimony to the Scnate

Watergate committee the
existence of Nixon's: Wh:te
House taping system.

Two members..of the
House committee said
Wednesday that committee
staff members had seen evi-:
dence that.indicated the:
C1A had Tinfiltrated the . -
White House with an ageént.

" One of the lawmakers, Rep. :
. Ronald Dellums, D-Calif., -
said the agent was'in a-top ~
policy-making position. . -: !
Butterfield, who was &}
top assistant to- former:
White House Chief of Stalf
H.R. Haldeman, could no{:
be reached lmm?dnately for '
comment. S
‘\I“‘»\‘QWHILE; a corhl
gressmarmr: who: receives .
regular brizfings from the:
ClA said CIA employes '
have been assigned to a:
number of jobs — including :
some which are-apparently
far removed from intelli-:
gence work ~=- in the. White. -
House and other govern-:
ment departmems ]

" Rep. Lucien’ Nedzs D-
Mich., described the prac-
dice of placing CIA em-:
‘ployes in other ~overnment -
posts to refute the claim by
.two lawmakers that the .
agency -had *“infikirated” :
a2gents into the White Houa., )
-;and other ofnces ) ’

“This ivas done \wfn the
deoanr“e 1ts and in concert
with them,”” Nedzi said. " To
.state that these individuals
rwere mf ilirated is lrrespon-

continuad
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ough the depart-
¢t Enew the identi-

CIA employes,

275

many cih
ments prebabiy did not.
employes

reperiers yaster uay

As an example, 1
said 2 CIA employe worked

25 s=cretary lor Peter G.
Peaterscn, President Rich- :
ard M. Nixon's chief advis- :
er on foreign trace. When' !
White !

Peterson l2it the
Housz post to “become
‘secretary of commerce,
Nedzisaid, tha CIA °mploye
'.wm. with him,. 5o

Nedzi

¥ hite HMouse Press'

- Secretary Ronald. Nessen

in the depart- :

and CIA Dxrector William
E. Colby both also denied
the charge of secret CIA:
mfxltranon into e*cecuuve

“It is ro secret that CIA branch agencies... S

work ‘under :

cavar,” Nedzi told several .
: . informed that information -

But Delums re:tnrated
yesterday that he had been |

' collected by the staff of the
. House Select. Intelligence

Committez included evx-
dence of a clandestine pro-
gram to place agents in the
White House a'xd other de-
partments.

In the Senzte,. C‘mrﬂan

! _Frank Church of the - Select
 Intelligence Committee

**This was knowrt to hxm

(Petarson),”” Nedzi saxd. v
A Commerce Departrem

3
A
H
H

- spokesman’ said ‘a “clerk- -

tvpist was “detailed” to ;
. Peterson at the..White
-Hou.-,e and accompamed
_kim to Commerce. -The'
" spokesman said:Peterson’s -
personal szcretary at Com- |
merce had nol worked at
the White }-'ouse._.',__ .

AS ANOTHER: examole
Nedzi said, 2 CIA er‘wp‘oye
*was with AID (Agency for !

International Development) !
over & 18-y=ar period.” He -
said the CIA tried to trans-.

3

fer- tze
pa jr!i
appars

person to the AID
bu- AID resisted, :
tly prefarring to”
have U e salary-paid from ,
the v.ll& budget, whxch
-undargoss much less. con-
gress.o'zal scruf.my
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said his staff will “immedi-

. ately’” begin an investiga- -
“ tion of the charges of Cia

penetration of. execn..twe
agencies.

- Detlums and Rep Robert
W. Kasten, R-Wis., both-
members - of the "House
committee, said they base
their statemantis-on infor-
mation providsd by com-:
mittee cou'tsel A, Soarle
Field. -

Ii the charges are ultx-
I " mately disproven, it could:
destroy tho»cradxb;hty of;

. would suggest

. not saying that this (use of
. CIA employes in noninteili-
* gence ]Oba) should noL be
“looked at.”
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“members.

-la*mhar with thz sitcation

_ bership. -

: ments he had seen were the

the House in igation, !
which already has sufiered
because of an ofien bitier
. internal disput=. :
In an effori to salvage the
probe, the House Rules
Committee yesterday voted
.to disband the original
‘ committee and start over
'with a new panel increased
from 10 to 13 members. :
The objective of increas-
ing the membership was to
dilute the influence of z
" liberal bloc that includes:
Dellums and Rep. Michael

_Harrington, D-Mass.

IF THE HOUSE goes:
along with the Rules Com-.
mittee, -Speaker Carl. Al-:
bert, - D-Okla., would ap-:
oint the committee;
Albert - could'
name an entirely different)
anel, but sevnral sources

predncted he would renarﬂe.
.most of the present men—;

NEDZI TOLD repcrtersI
that he assumed the docu- : '

onsas on which Deliums and
Kasten based ;bexr staxe-
rents.

“I have satisiied raysel
that there is nmhn’ that
in mtratx h
in this mems,” Nedzt said.’
“I have nothing to substan-
tiate that kind of char rge
and I don’t believe there is
any truth toit.”

" But Nedzi added,

“I'm
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